Voltaire celebrates to the stars. Loaded to extravagance with rihboiiH, laces, face-patches, jewels and female ornaments ; detenniiu'd to he sumptuous in spite of Economics, and pretty in spite of Nature : 1 Pooh, it is an encmy^s hand that paints! 'And then by her side,1 continues he, 'the thin long figure of Voltaire, that Anatomy of un Apollo, afl'celing worship of her,1 1- -yes, that thin long Gentleman, with high red-heeled shoes, and the daintiest polite attitudes and paces ; in superfine coat, laced hat under arm ; nose and undcrlip ever more like coalescing (owing to decay of teeth), but two eyes .shining on yon like carbuncles ; and in the ringing voice, such touches of speech when you apply for it ! Thus they at Sceaux and elsewhere; walking their Life-niinuet, making their entrances and exits.
One thing i« lainen table : tho relation with Madame in not now a llonrishing one, or capable again of being : ' Does not love me an he did, the wreleh!1 thinks Madame always; — -yet sticks by him, were it but in the form of blister. They had been to Luuevillc, Spring ] 7'1<7 ; happy dull place, within reach of Circy ; far from Versailles and its cabals. They went again, 174 H, in a kind of permanent way; Titular Stanislaus, an opulent dawdling creature, much liking to have them; and Father iUenou, his Jesuit,,— who is always in (jimrrel with Hit- Titular Mistress,- thinking to displace her (as you gradually discover), and promote the I)u Ohfltelet to that improper dignity! In which he had not the least HuecesH, says Voltaire; but got 'two women on his ears instead of one.'1 It; wn.s not to be Stanislaus''*! mistress ; nor a titular one: tit all, but a real, that Madame was fated in this dull happy place ! Idle readers know the story only too well; concerninu; which, admit this other Fraction and no more :
, fiH n Tilulnr Kinjj;, euniiot do without Homo kind ol'Tll.tiliu1
' Kruiii KiiilfiilicrU (t|ii'iiiiit; Ninnrlinily, wlinni I have wirdy KKCII in I' wlimn Kiiilrnlirck Irieu to nunic, us lie could lmv<: done, but cuiiimsly wilhout tuciThs), i. 179.